
Paediatric National Inpatient Medication Chart  

Educational resources 

Background 

To improve the safety and quality of medicines use nationally, Australian Health Ministers 
required all public hospitals in Australia to use a common medication chart. The National 
Inpatient Medication Chart (NIMC) was developed by a multi-disciplinary national working 
party.  

Similarly, a nationally agreed paediatric version has been developed, sharing many features 
with the original NIMC, but incorporating additional features important for safely using 
medicines in the paediatric population. Short stay (5 days) and long stay (21 days) versions 
are available. 

Below are a range of education resources for safe prescribing in hospitalised paediatric 
patients and which will support implementation of the paediatric NIMC. These resources have 
been developed by multi-disciplinary teams of clinicians (see acknowledgements below) and 
are designed for use by doctors, nurses and pharmacists.  
 
All facilities caring for paediatric inpatients are invited to use these resources to support the 
optimal use of the paediatric NIMC for improving paediatric medication safety. We request 
that you:  

i) Acknowledge the source;  
ii) Adapt the content to your facility, as some material is specific to Sydney 

Children’s Hospital and may need modification for other settings;  
iii) Evaluate outcomes (see recommended minimum core parameters (TRIM 16688) 

Paediatric educational resources 

• Paediatric NIMC fact sheet 
http://www.sch.edu.au/health/professionals/nimc/national_paediatric_inpatient_medi
cation_chart_factsheet.pdf 

• Paediatric NIMC PowerPoint presentation 
http://www.sch.edu.au/health/professionals/nimc/nimc_presentation.pdf 

• Sydney Children’s Hospital safe prescribing guidelines 
http://www.sch.edu.au/health/professionals/nimc/nimc_safe_prescribing_guidelines.p
df 

• Sydney Children’s Hospital allergy and adverse drug reaction definitions 
http://www.sch.edu.au/health/professionals/nimc/nimc_adr_allergy_definitions.pdf 

• Recording and reporting adverse drug reactions: MEDIscene Feb 2005 
http://www.sch.edu.au/health/professionals/nimc/nimc_MEDIscene_adrs.pdf 

Frequently asked questions 

• Paediatric NIMC FAQs 
http://www.sch.edu.au/health/professionals/nimc/nimc_faqs.pdf 

Links to general resources 

 National Prescribing Service (NPS) Medication Chart on-line training module  
 NSWTAG Recommendations for Terminology, Abbreviations and Symbols used in the 

Prescribing and Administration of Medicines 
 NSW Health Medication Safety Strategy 

 

http://www.sch.edu.au/health/professionals/nimc/nimc_faqs.pdf
http://www.sch.edu.au/links/go?http://nimc.nps.org.au/elearning/log/login.asp
http://www.sch.edu.au/links/go?http://www.ciap.health.nsw.gov.au/nswtag/publications/guidelines/TERMINOLOGY1206.pdf
http://www.sch.edu.au/links/go?http://www.ciap.health.nsw.gov.au/nswtag/publications/guidelines/TERMINOLOGY1206.pdf
http://www.sch.edu.au/links/go?http://www.ciap.health.nsw.gov.au/nswtag/publications/guidelines/TERMINOLOGY1206.pdf
http://mhcs.health.nsw.gov.au/quality/natmed/resources.html


Feedback 

If you use this material please let us know whether you found it useful (and why). 
Suggestions for improvements are very welcome. 

For additional information please contact:   TBA 
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