
 
 

Seminar on implementation of the 
Paediatric National Inpatient Medication Chart 

“Reducing the risk of harm from medicines in children“ 
 

Thursday 7 May 2009 
Stamford Plaza, 150 North Terrace, Adelaide 

PROGRAM 
 

8.30 – 9.30 Registration and Coffee 

Session 1 
9.30 - 9.40 

Welcome 
Mr Graham Bedford, Medication Safety Program Manager, Australian 
Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care 

9.40 - 11.15 Implementing the Paediatric NIMC - Sharing the lessons 
Chair: Mrs Margaret Duguid, Pharmaceutical Advisor, Australian 
Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care  

Royal Children’s Hospital, Brisbane 
Mrs Sonya Stacey, Assistant Director of Pharmacy 
Children’s Health Service District, Queensland 

Flinders Medical Centre 
Ms Mona Mostaghim, Paediatric Pharmacist  
Ms Ruth Willis, Clinical Nurse, Risk Quality and Safety 
Flinders Medical Centre 

Royal Children’s Hospital, Melbourne 
Ms Vanessa Lane, Clinical Risk Manager 
Royal Children's Hospital, Melbourne 

Sydney Children’s Hospital: Implementation resources for 
national use 

Dr Madlen Gazarian, Paediatric Clinical Pharmacologist and Head, 
Paediatric Therapeutics Program 
Sydney Children's Hospital and University of NSW 
Member, Children's Hospitals Australasia, Medication Safety Expert 
Reference Group 
 

Discussion 

11.15 - 11.30  Morning Tea 
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Session 2 
11.30 - 12.30 

Audit and evaluation of the Paediatric NIMC 
Chair: Mr Graham Bedford, Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in 
Health Care 

Introduction to national process, audit guide, tools 
Mrs Margaret Duguid, Australian Commission on Safety and Quality 
in Health Care  
Mrs Sonya Stacey, Children’s Health Service District, Queensland. 
Mrs Carol Reid, Acting Team Leader, Maintenance Team 
Safe Medication Practice Unit, Queensland 

Discussion  

12.30 – 13.15  Lunch 

Session 3 
13.15 –14.15 

Key medication safety issues for children 
Chair: Ms Penny Thornton, Director of Pharmacy, Children’s Hospital 
Westmead and Member, Children's Hospitals Australasia, Medication Safety 
Expert Reference Group 

High risk medicines 
• Processes to identify high risk drugs 
• Initiatives to reduce risk. 
Potassium, Vincristine safety alerts 
• Overcoming barriers to implementation in paediatric settings  
Administration of liquid medicines by oral and other enteral 
routes 
• Introducing oral syringes 
Drug dosing in children 
• Guidance to resources 

Mr Kingsley Coulthard, Director of Pharmacy, Women’s and 
Children’s Hospital, Adelaide 
Mrs Sonya Stacey, Assistant Director of Pharmacy, Children’s Health 
Service District, Queensland 
Children's Hospitals Australasia, Medication Safety Expert Reference 
Group 

Session 4 
14. 15 – 14.45 
 

Other tools for improving medication safety: 
relevance to paediatric and general hospitals 

• Medication Safety Self Assessment Tool for Australian 
Hospitals 

• Indicators for Quality Use of Medicines in Australian Hospitals  
Dr Madlen Gazarian Paediatric Clinical Pharmacologist and Head, 
Paediatric Therapeutics Program, Sydney Children's Hospital and 
University of NSW 
Member, Children's Hospitals Australasia, Medication Safety Expert 
Reference Group 

 

14.45 – 15.00 Afternoon Tea 

15.00 – 15.30 Discussion, recommendations for national action 
 


