
  

  
  

 
  

 
 

  
 

 
    

 
 

    
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

COMMISSION 
ON SAFETY AND QUALITY IN HEALTH CARE 

On the Radar 
Issue 527 
6 September 2021 

On the Radar is a summary of some of the recent publications in the areas of safety and quality in health 
care. Inclusion in this document is not an endorsement or recommendation of any publication or 
provider. Access to particular documents may depend on whether they are Open Access or not, and/or 
your individual or institutional access to subscription sites/services. Material that may require 
subscription is included as it is considered relevant. 

On the Radar is available online, via email or as a PDF or Word document from 
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/publications-and-resources/newsletters/radar 

If you would like to receive On the Radar via email, you can subscribe on our website 
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/publications-and-resources/newsletters 
or by emailing us at HUmail@safetyandquality.gov.auU. 
You can also send feedback and comments to HUmail@safetyandquality.gov.auU. 

For information about the Commission and its programs and publications, please visit 
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au 
You can also follow us on Twitter @ACSQHC. 
On the Radar 
Editor: Dr Niall Johnson niall.johnson@safetyandquality.gov.au 
Contributors: Niall Johnson, Kylie Mitchell, Jennifer Caldwell 
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Draft Opioid Analgesic Stewardship in Acute Pain Clinical Care Standard consultation Draft 
Opioid Analgesic Stewardship in Acute Pain Clinical Care Standard consultation 
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/standards/clinical-care-standards/consultations-clinical-care-
standards 

In collaboration with consumers, clinicians, researchers and health organisations, the Australian 
Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care has developed a draft Opioid Analgesic Stewardship in 
Acute Pain Clinical Care Standard. 

Clinical care standards can play an important role in guiding the delivery of appropriate care and 
reducing unwarranted variation, as they identify and define the care people should expect to be offered, 
regardless of where they are treated in Australia. 

The Commission is seeking comments on the draft Opioid Analgesic Stewardship in Acute Pain Clinical Care 
Standard and associated resources until 11:59 pm Monday, 4 October 2021. 

Submissions are requested via online survey, or in writing. The survey link and further details are 
available at https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/standards/clinical-care-standards/consultations-
clinical-care-standards 

Technical report:  Monitoring the national burden of Clostridioides difficile Infection in 
Australian public hospitals: 2016 to 2018 
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care 
Sydney: ACSQHC; 2021. 
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/our-work/infection-prevention-and-control/infection-
prevention-and-control-technical-reports/clostridioides-difficile-infection-monitoring-australia 

The Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (the Commission) has published the 
Technical report: Monitoring the national burden of Clostridium difficile infections in Australian public hospitals, 2016 
to 2018 and an accompanying infographic to promote the importance of Clostridium difficile infections 
(CDI) in Australia. 

The report summarises the findings from the 2016, 2017 and 2018 Clostridioides difficile infection (CDI) 
data snapshot reports, and includes discussion on the validation of patient administrative data for the 
monitoring of CDI and the utility of combining other surveillance datasets with CDI surveillance data. 
The key findings from the Technical Report include: 

• The number of separations identified with a CDI diagnosis increased by 8.42% over the three 
year period 

• A CDI diagnosis was associated with 24,247 separations during this time, with CDI symptoms 
present in 76.46% of these separations prior to hospital admission 

• Patients who develop CDI symptoms during the course of their hospital admission account for 
around a third (32.52%) of all separations with a CDI diagnosis. 

The Infographic was developed to highlight the key findings from the report and promote the 
preventative measures for CDI. 

The report and infographic are available from the Commission’s website at 
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/our-work/infection-prevention-and-control/infection-
prevention-and-control-technical-reports/clostridioides-difficile-infection-monitoring-australia 
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difficile Infection (CDI) 
in Australia 

•Ctostridioidt.s difficilt. is found in lhe environment in soil, wa.ter, food a.nd animals, a.nd c.a.n sprud from person• 
to-person. For more informa.tion on the burden of COi in Australia.it pu.blic hospitals see the la.te st Technical 
report: Monitoring the national burden of Clostridioides diffldle tnfeetion in Australian public hospitlls: 2016 
1'>.W.§. 

AUSTRALIAN COMMISSION 
ON SAFETY ANO QUALITY IN HEALTH CARE 
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Reports 

Reducing diagnostic errors related to medical imaging 
Deeble Institute Issues Brief No. 44 
Docking S, Haddock R 
Canberra: Australian Healthcare and Hospitals Association; 2021. p. 60. 

https://ahha.asn.au/publication/health-policy-issue-briefs/deeble-issues-brief-no-44-URL reducing-diagnostic-errors-related 
This Issues Brief from the Australian Healthcare and Hospitals Association’s Deeble 
Institute examines various policies that have been implemented internationally to 
improve the use of diagnostic imaging and reduce the consequences of diagnostic 
errors in relation to the Australian context. The author notes that while the number of 
diagnostic imaging services provided and substantial expenditure there are few data on 
the incidence and consequences of diagnostic errors related to medical imaging. 
The recommendations in the Issues Brief include 

1. A national strategy to identify and prevent diagnostic errors related to medical Notes imaging 
2. Timely analysis of medical indemnity claims to measure the incidence and 

consequences of diagnostic errors 
3. Support the development of performance indicators to assess the value 

diagnostic imaging 
4. Improving communication throughout the diagnostic process 
5. Investing in strategies to improve the appropriate requesting of diagnostic 

imaging. 

Journal articles 

Dimensions of safety culture: a systematic review of quantitative, qualitative and mixed methods for assessing safety culture 
in hospitals 
Churruca K, Ellis LA, Pomare C, Hogden A, Bierbaum M, Long JC, et al 
BMJ Open. 2021;11(7):e043982. 

DOI https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjopen-2020-043982 

Notes 

The culture within which care is delivered as seen as having a significant influence on 
the safety and quality of that care. The paper reports on a review that sought to ‘map 
methods to assess safety culture in hospitals, analyse the prevalence of these methods 
in the published research literature and examine the dimensions of safety culture 
captured through these processes.’ Based on 694 studies, the study used thematic 
analysis to identify 11 themes related to safety culture dimensions across the reported 
methods, with ‘Leadership’ being the most common. The study also assessed the 
extent to which safety culture dimensions mapped to specific quantitative and 
qualitative tools and methods of assessing safety culture. The authors report that no 
single method or tool appeared to measure all 11 themes of safety culture. 

Improving diagnostic performance through feedback: the Diagnosis Learning Cycle 
Fernandez Branson C, Williams M, Chan TM, Graber ML, Lane KP, Grieser S, et al 
BMJ Quality & Safety. 2021 [epub]. 

DOI https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjqs-2020-012456 

Notes 

Issues around diagnosis, including misdiagnosis, delayed diagnosis, etc. have attracted 
much attention in recent years. The paper describes the development of the Diagnosis 
Learning Cycle which in intended to aid clinicians in improving their diagnostic skills 
through peer feedback. 
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Diagnosis Learnmg 
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Documentation: 
Objective Data 

~ 
Representation: 

Recording an abstraction 
of a cognitive process 

Journal for Healthcare Quality 
Vol. 43, No. 5, September/October 2021 

URL https://journals.lww.com/jhqonline/toc/2021/10000 

Notes 

A new issue of the Journal for Healthcare Quality been published. Articles in this issue of 
the Journal for Healthcare Quality include: 

• Editorial: The Profession of Healthcare Quality Focuses on Improving 
Healthcare by Improving Workforce Competencies for Quality and 
Safety (Mercado, Stephanie) 

• Why Competency Standardization Matters for Improvement: An 
Assessment of the Healthcare Quality Workforce (Miltner, Rebecca; Pesch, 
Lucie; Mercado, Stephanie; Dammrich, T; Stafford, T; Hunter, J; Stewart, G) 
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• Rapid Expansion of the Airway Response Team to Meet the Needs of the 
COVID-19 Pandemic (Walsh, Elisa C; Kwo, Jean; Chang, Marvin G; Pino, 
Richard M; Bittner, Edward A) 

• Role of Race in Short-Term Outcomes for 1700 Consecutive Patients 
Undergoing Brain Tumor Resection (Haldar, Debanjan; Glauser, Gregory; 
Schuster, James M; Winter, Eric; Goodrich, Stephen; Shultz, Kaitlyn; Brem, 
Steven; McClintock, Scott D; Malhotra, Neil R) 

• The LACE Index: A Predictor of Mortality and Readmission in Patients 
With Acute Myocardial Infarction (Labrosciano, Clementine; Tavella, 
Rosanna; Air, Tracy; Zeitz, Christopher J; Worthley, Matthew; Beltrame, J F) 

• Value of Interprofessional Education: The VA Quality Scholars Program 
(Godwin, Kyler M; Narayanan, Anand; Arredondo, Kelley; Miltner, Rebecca 
(Suzie); Bowen, M E; Gilman, S; Shirks, A; Eng, J A; Naik, A D; Hysong, S J) 

• Increasing Hepatitis C Screening in a Federally Qualified Health Center: A 
Quality Improvement Initiative (Klein, Melissa D; Harrington, Bryna J; East, 
Joan; Cunningham, Jennifer; Ifill, Nicole; Santos, Jan Lee) 

• The Influence of Physicians' Physical Activity Prescription on Indicators 
of Health Service Quality (Asiamah, Nestor; Kouveliotis, Kyriakos; Opoku, E) 

• Reducing Time to Surgery for Hip Fragility Fracture Patients: A Resident 
Quality Improvement Initiative (Rubenstein, William; Barry, Jeffrey; Rogers, 
Stephanie; Grace, Trevor R; Tay, Bobby; Ward, Derek) 

BMJ Quality & Safety online first articles 
URL https://qualitysafety.bmj.com/content/early/recent 

BMJ Quality &Safety has published a number of ‘online first’ articles, including: 
• Determining the skills needed by frontline NHS staff to deliver quality 

improvement: findings from six case studies (David Wright, John Gabbay, 
Andrée Le May) Notes 

• Evaluating the safety of mental health-related prescribing in UK primary 
care: a cross-sectional study using the Clinical Practice Research Datalink 
(CPRD) (Wael Y Khawagi, Douglas Steinke, Matthew J Carr, Alison K 
Wright, Darren M Ashcroft, Anthony Avery, Richard Neil Keers) 

International Journal for Quality in Health Care online first articles 
URL https://academic.oup.com/intqhc/advance-articles 

International Journal for Quality in Health Care has published a number of ‘online first’ 

Notes 
articles, including: 

• North-South Inequalities in Healthcare Response to Covid-19 in Italy 
(Pasquale Gallina, Saverio Caini) 
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Online resources 

[USA] Toolkit for Engaging Patients to Improve Diagnostic Safety 
https://www.ahrq.gov/patient-safety/resources/diagnostic-safety/toolkit.html 
The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) in the USA has developed this toolkit to 
help patients, families, and health professionals work together to improve diagnostic safety. The toolkit 
contains two strategies, Be The Expert On You and 60 Seconds To Improve Diagnostic Safety. 
Together, these strategies enhance communication and information sharing within the patient-provider 
encounter to improve diagnostic safety. Each strategy contains practical materials to support adoption 
of the strategy within office-based practices. A patient note sheet to help patients share their symptoms 
and several practice orientation and training tools to help clinicians foster deep listening and “presence” 
in the encounter are included. 

[UK] NICE Guidelines and Quality Standards 
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance 
The UK’s National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) has published new (or updated) 
guidelines and quality standards. The latest reviews or updates are: 

• Quality Standard QS13 End of life care for adults https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/qs13 
• NICE Guideline NG191 COVID-19 rapid guideline: managing COVID-19 

https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng191 

[UK] NIHR Evidence alerts 
https://evidence.nihr.ac.uk/alerts/ 
The UK’s National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) has posted new evidence alerts on its site. 
Evidence alerts are short, accessible summaries of health and care research which is funded or 
supported by NIHR. This is research which could influence practice and each Alert has a message for 
people commissioning, providing or receiving care. The latest alerts include: 

• Group programmes for weight loss may be more effective than one-to-one sessions 
• A simple blood test may give women with symptoms a personalised risk assessment for 

ovarian cancer 
• Tourniquets increase the risk of serious complications in knee replacement surgery 
• Adopted children may develop specific types of post-traumatic stress. 

COVID-19 resources 
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/covid-19 
The Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care has developed a number of resources 
to assist healthcare organisations, facilities and clinicians. These and other material on COVID-19 are 
available at https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/covid-19 
These resource include: 

• Poster - PPE use for aged care staff caring for residents with COVID-19 
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/publications-and-resources/resource-library/poster-ppe-
use-aged-care-staff-caring-residents-covid-19 
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entering 
a resident's room with suspe,eted, probable-, 

or confirmed COVl>-10 

Perform hand hyg.iene 
WMlll'Wf'ICllwi,\~lf'ICIWl!tf'O,uMMlllk1Cif'd>t<ntell'Wf'ICI 
n.6.A\b .. p•ud,ovl'Wf'ICl,11W1,.....WICld,Y...,..•P111>• 
l°""' ll ull"l'IOl~M'ICIWll•,«n.e ,J~lil \MIQIIIOCif'IOL. 

Put your s,or,,n on 
PutontfUcl<._kll'IOtlllW4CIO°""'«.,-<ll'I-

Put on your P2/N95 res;plrator mask 
A . MOl<IN-~ t,y:Ub0,-,1.....,.ii,A NbOPl•<M'ICI ~-a Mlktl\rtll'ltMl/lll(.-..Sy<A,rl'MlAl'IMCl-..£-

ll'lr•-MOli-~Ml'ly<AJl'f.C.MCIN~MICI 
P,_N,_p~~y,wr-.. 

C. C4Mf'Utl0.:1µ1,1 NMl/lll(.lib\oll'lt<ll.Ctklt\.t'ltf)Co.; 
... y,o,,;~ldiWtdtoo,o,:IMICIOO~fld.1'flt.' 

Checik the fft of your P2/ N95 respirator mask 
A . GtfWyp~Nl'ICISM!Ol.MIM.cli)tdN_. .,, ... ,~-ii~. 
8.. ChtdtN1 ... ofNl'l'Wllkb)'D~-~ 

· •~.cf,...IM--.MICl~-o-\\offllMff ffUl)•.-~bt l\oltdtrlO(IMtQOl>Clfil lf)Ov,._.... 
.tl-4 

C. ChtdtN1 .. ofNl"NI/J(.byb~h~ 
• N l'l'll:IWOO•- - il'll-..cl.,O.,,f.C., 
«MMlll:a•<M'ICI N fllc.~ ~IN_. ......... 
~Mll'lntt<I IO(f'IKl;:lhttr'IIUk Jclr<lnaaltt .,._.lh1lut\O-

o. Fitwn)t~«Mf'IM_,_.,,.,iMtl~~ 
tr-.Nl'Qi1'11l'wJ'.)ly10~ ,,..filit oo,oiC1 . 

Perform hand hyg.iene as.ailn 
Pwtorffi,wti~~~dlKtltf'IONfildYQI 
--.11,ov,._.....::iucf'ltd)Ov~Tl'llnii,AOl'I..,._-. ---

After you finish 
providing <:ate 

Remove your gloves, s,or,,n and eyewear 
Aft-..)0,.,~aiSP<Motd.,_htdM~ 
~IO•~MIClptlf<llffl~~ 

a ~Yo-lO<Mf\d--dllif'I N11M•tlitllf'ICI --~~ C.~ywr..,..--,MIClp~if'l•~Mt<I 
taM:l•e.ote.Q. ll~orhN~Mt<I 
~-lll'IOC«Monrf,......_ 

Remove your mask 
TllotN--df.OMt)tf'lh:lywrtlt.clby~ 
N bO~-'IW/'tlt.cllf'ICIM O!fttlO N l!l'IMW __ ._,,_,. __ 

Dispose of the mask 
--tf'l•~~e.o 
lf'ICICIOMIN~CI . 

Perform hand hyg.ieneas.ain 
Wllllll'IMICl:l...,..~MICl-«UMM 
, f«lf'IOHl<Ht<ll'IMICII0.6. 

IMPORTANT 

To protect yourself and your family and friends, when 
your shift finishes, chans,e into clean clothes at work, 
if possible,and put your clothes in a plastic bag, 

Go straight home,shower immediately and wash all 
of your work clothes and the clothes you wore home. 

I Never touch the front of the mask after the ftt check Is completed, and while provlding care. 
I Chans,e the mask when it becomes wet or dirty. 
I Never reu.se masks. 
I Keep doors of room.s dosed if poss.l ble. 

.,/ Stay hOtM from work If you are skk. 

.,/ Pedorm h6nd hygiene freq uently.and b et::ireand a.fter yciu a.ttend ~resident.and a.fter eont&Ct wflh 
potent\a.lly eont6mlnated swtaces. 

.,/ Follow respiratory ,Wiene and «:«:ugh ~k!uette • 

.,/ Kee,p l5 me1reS Ma.yfrOmolhet sta.ffand resldents.,e:ioc:e,pt Whtn ptO\l'kUng resident care. 1f possble • 

.,/ Ensure ,eoulat en'\l'ir<inment.6.1 clNnlng. M4)eda.lly of frequently touched S\Mfa.ces • 

.,/ WNI glOves «1d a gowno, ap,on to handle and dlsposeofwuteand used linen In d esignated ba,os/blns. 
aose the ba.,os/binS,and perform hind fTWiene a.fter~ eonl6Cl . 

.,/ ae.an and dlslnfe-ct a.tl Sha:red resident ,e,qUlpmenL 

AUSTRALIAN COMMISSION 
ON SAFETY AND QUALITY IN HEALTH CARE 

..,_c:ooetr.tollt,kpoMro,_hlot..-dbt'-•dwolq,.dt,,y..,_MSWOrrict1e.o.t...c:• 
O.W.._,,..INJll•\idlOt!il11o,,p.,t-olM•·!tlM>dM.......,.S.NON. 
,._~'M!tlpw,..._,,..,..,,_tN~Or.i:• &o.t-c°"""_,,... 
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SJOP VISITOR REST'RICT'IONS IN PLACE 

Before ent.ering room/cam ama 

P-erm 1m li1a 11cll ll\l'gtene 

AUSTRALIAN COMMISSION 
ON SAFETY i\NDQUAlnY IN HEALTH CARE 

At doorway prior to "8avi1tg room/cam am.a I 

Ol.l ol lC/il. 
CJ((:!.~INC.C 
W.\0/;Ji ~ION 

Rem,ov,e md d isip o,se ,o.f g OWJn 

Plel'fol:im ha,d lhy,grene 

After le.aiving,~he 1room,li::are 
a.J~ pe,l'foim li'lar,dllhygiHIE! 

li:!ev.!qpedbythe NS,w ,0Jnb1 ~liMce 
Ca·m:mlnlm, :Amtm'lla. Adapll!!d w:Jlh 1pern'ls!J!la·1L 

• Poster – Combined contact and droplet precautions 
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/publications-and-resources/resource-library/poster-
combined-contact-and-droplet-precautions 
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8ntering room/care zone 

PI.It on gow,n 

PI.It on a parflcul!Me rr,esp ramr 
(t! . .g!. P2/Ni9 5:) and l!)ct!rfonri, f,t c!Mcilc 

Paerfo n , lhand lllygtelK! 

PI.It on g lov,es 

r At doorway prior to leaving room/care :zonG 

Pel'f,o im, lhand lllygi,en,e 

Pel'f,o 1m, lhand llly91,en,t1 
,(ir. an anter,oom/,01Jt,s,'.1de 
tih,e 1r,oom;:car,t1zo~) 

At!mow prmecflrvt! ,t1}11!Wear 
Cir. an antt1r,ocmfout,S,:ide tih,t! 
rro om/c:ar,e 2lonel 

Pel'f,o im, lhand llly~en,e 
o, an anter,ocm,toLJt,S,:lde 
tih,e rr,oom;:car,ezo~) 

At!mow! and dir,.po,se 
,of 1pal'til.cu 'ate r,e!'lprato r 
,(ir. an anteroom,tout"lde 
the rroom/:C.ar,e zo~) 

Pel'f,o im, lhand lllygt,en,e 

KEEP DOOR CLOSED AT ALL TI MES 

AUSTRALIAN COMMISSION n:11db-J'~:11C9iil!!lict:::-::tt:rs PGWOr..EJ1 I 

M SAFETY AND QUALITY IN HEALTH CARE 

• Poster – Combined airborne and contact precautions 
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/publications-and-resources/resource-library/poster-
combined-airborne-and-contact-precautions 
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c.OVID-19 

Break the chain 
of infe,ction 

t, 

~ 

CLEAN 
h.;:i,,d\$ r,11:i .iently 

STAY HOME 
if YoU~GI UMWQII 

COVER 
cc:iughs & ~llle'e..es wil a 
t i$$ue or your ln n&r elllo," 

DISPOSE 
UM?d tlssu;;,s In 
bin i mrne-:Ji at.ell~ 

CLEAN 
rrequentl~ 
tou(hed sur f<lces 

PRACTICE 
social d istancing 

WEAR 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMl~ON 
ON SAFETY ~NoQUALITY IN HEALTH CAI£ 

• Environmental Cleaning and Infection Prevention and Control 
www.safetyandquality.gov.au/environmental-cleaning 

• Infection prevention and control Covid-19 PPE poster 
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/publications-and-resources/resource-library/infection-
prevention-and-control-covid-19-personal-protective-equipment 

• COVID-19 infection prevention and control risk management – Guidance 
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/publications-and-resources/resource-library/covid-19-
infection-prevention-and-control-risk-management-guidance 

• Safe care for people with cognitive impairment during COVID-19 
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/our-work/cognitive-impairment/cognitive-impairment-
and-covid-19 

• Stop COVID-19: Break the chain of infection poster 
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/publications-and-resources/resource-library/break-chain-
poster-a3 

On the Radar Issue 527 11 

http://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/environmental-cleaning
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/publications-and-resources/resource-library/infection-prevention-and-control-covid-19-personal-protective-equipment
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/publications-and-resources/resource-library/infection-prevention-and-control-covid-19-personal-protective-equipment
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/publications-and-resources/resource-library/covid-19-infection-prevention-and-control-risk-management-guidance
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/publications-and-resources/resource-library/covid-19-infection-prevention-and-control-risk-management-guidance
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/our-work/cognitive-impairment/cognitive-impairment-and-covid-19
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/our-work/cognitive-impairment/cognitive-impairment-and-covid-19
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/publications-and-resources/resource-library/break-chain-poster-a3
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/publications-and-resources/resource-library/break-chain-poster-a3
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/publications-and-resources/resource-library/break-chain-poster-a3https:/www.safetyandquality.gov.au/publications-and-resources/resource-library/break-chain-poster-a3


     

    
   
   

   
    

 
 

   
 

 
 

  
  

 

 

COMMISSION 
ON SAFETYAN10QUALITY1N HEALTH CARE 

INFORMATION I 
for consumers 

COVID-19 and face masks 
Should I use a face mask? 

Wea ring f.ace masks m . .a}' p ro tect you fro m droplets 
(sma ll d ro~J when a person with COV[D-119 coughs. 
speaks or sneezes. a rn d you are less tfian 1.5 m ecres 

""'"Y from them . We.aring a ma;k wi ll a lso help pro tect 
others if you are in fe-a ed w ith the 'lli rus, but do not 
hav e s.ympi;:o.ms o f i l'ilfection. 

Wea ring a f ace m ask in Aus t r.al ia is r-ecommende'Cf by 
hea lth e.xperts in ar-eaiSwher-e community transmi:S-sion 
of COVID-19 is high. wheneve r physic.al distancing is 
no t possib le . De cid irngWh&heT to '''"'ear a, fa ce mas k 
is. your person.al chok:e . Some people may fee l more 
comfortab le w ear i ng a face m as'k in t:1, e communtt'j. 

Vtlhe n th inking abou t w hethe r wearing a face mask is 
ngt,, for you. <:onsid e r the following: 

ii Face masks ma,y proit e-o: _you when it is not possible 
to m a i rttain t l'le 1.S m etre physical dista !"lc:e from 
ottler pe-o ple e.g. on a crowd e-d bu:s. or train 

■ Are you oldeT or do you have othe-r m.edical 
condi'tio11S- li e heart disease, di.abetes or r~ ira tory 
illness? People in t he-s.e groups may get mare -seve re 
illness if t l'ley a re infected w ith COVi D-19 

ii Wear ing .a ace m.as;k will reduce the spre.ad of 
droplets from your coughs arnd -sn eezes to o the rs 
(however, if you have a n}' cold or flu-like symptoms 
you should stay horn~] 

■ A face ma5k wi ll l'llot p rovide you w ith complete 
protection from CO VlD-19. You shoU:ld a so do a II o f 
the other things listed l>e low to preve nt the spr ead 
ol COVID-19. 

What can yolJ do to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19? 

Stopping tfie sprea d of COVID-19 is eve ryone's 
respons ibili ty. tle mo-st im portant th ing$ tha t you can 
d o co protect yours-elf a nd others a re to: 

■ Stay .ait home w her, you are unwell. with eve n m i Id 
r•es pi ra11:o ry S)'ITI ptoms 

■ Regula rly w~ h your hands. w iith soap .and water or 
use a n alcoholHbasM hand rub 

■ Do n ot rtouch your fa.ce 

■ Do no·t touch su rfaces tha t m ay be contaminated 
with t tle vir LJS 

■ Stay .art le.as:t 1 "5 metres dlllay from other pe-o:ple 
{phys-ical d istancing) 

■ 1Covi?r :your mouth wllen you cough by coughing i rnto 

your e l l>ow. or into a t issue. Throw the t issue EA'tay 
immediat e ly. 

• FAQs for clinicians on elective surgery https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/node/5724 
• FAQs for consumers on elective surgery https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/node/5725 
• FAQs on community use of face masks 

https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/faqs-community-use-face-masks 
• COVID-19 and face masks – Information for consumers 

https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/publications-and-resources/resource-library/covid-19-
and-face-masks-information-consumers 
The Commission’s fact sheet on use of face masks in the community to reduce the spread of 
COVID-19 is now available in Easy English and 10 other community languages from 
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/wearing-face-masks-community. 
The factsheet was developed to help people understand when it is important to wear a mask to 
reduce the risk of the spread of COVID-19, and to explain how to safely put on and remove 
face masks. It also reinforces the importance of staying home if you have symptoms, physical 
distancing, hand hygiene and cough etiquette. 
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National COVID-19 Clinical Evidence Taskforce 
https://covid19evidence.net.au/ 
The National COVID-19 Clinical Evidence Taskforce is a collaboration of peak health professional 
bodies across Australia whose members are providing clinical care to people with COVID-19. The 
taskforce is undertaking continuous evidence surveillance to identify and rapidly synthesise emerging 
research in order to provide national, evidence-based guidelines and clinical flowcharts for the 
clinical care of people with COVID-19. The guidelines address questions that are specific to 
managing COVID-19 and cover the full disease course across mild, moderate, severe and critical illness. 
These are ‘living’ guidelines, updated with new research in near real-time in order to give reliable, up-to-
the minute advice to clinicians providing frontline care in this unprecedented global health crisis. 

COVID-19 Critical Intelligence Unit 
https://www.aci.health.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/critical-intelligence-unit 
The Agency for Clinical Innovation (ACI) in New South Wales has developed this page summarising 
rapid, evidence-based advice during the COVID-19 pandemic. Its operations focus on systems 
intelligence, clinical intelligence and evidence integration. The content includes a daily evidence digest 
and evidence checks on a discrete topic or question relating to the current COVID-19 pandemic. There 
is also a ‘Living evidence’ section summarising key studies and emerging evidence on COVID-19 
vaccines and SARS-CoV-2 variants. The most recent updates include: 

• Ocular transmission 
• Steroid use post COVID-19 vaccination 
• Ethics and duties of treating COVID-19 patients. 

Disclaimer 
On the Radar is an information resource of the Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health 
Care. The Commission is not responsible for the content of, nor does it endorse, any articles or sites 
listed. The Commission accepts no liability for the information or advice provided by these external links. 
Links are provided on the basis that users make their own decisions about the accuracy, currency and 
reliability of the information contained therein. Any opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the 
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care. 
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