BACKGROUND WHO FLAGSHIP AREA: HIGH-RISK MEDICINES

« QOverprescribing opioid analgesics is a major international public health problem.
« Current guidelines provide advice regarding opioid initiation, yet rarely address opioid reduction
or discontinuation (deprescribing).
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« Multidisciplinary pain programs showed the greatest
evidence for opioid reduction yet had poor
implementability due to accessibility & resource barriers. 11 recommendations on when,

« Opioid deprescribing is a challenging area to develop
guidance due to a lack of high certainty evidence &
variability in stakeholders’ values & preferences.

« This guideline may serve as a tool to standardise care
and enable safe, effective & appropriate opioid
deprescribing in clinical practice.
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