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Colonoscopy is a vital tool to prevent and detect bowel 
cancer, that should be used alongside bowel cancer 
screening for eligible people. Some people will need a 
repeat colonoscopy.  

Timing for a repeat colonoscopy will depend on a person’s 
risk and previous results. National data suggest that while 
some people are having repeat colonoscopies more often 
than necessary, others are missing out.

FIND OUT MORE AT: safetyandquality.gov.au/colonoscopy

5 steps to reduce bowel cancer risk
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results
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If recommended 
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follow-up  
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http://safetyandquality.gov.au/colonoscopy
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/cancer/cancer-data-in-australia/contents/cancer-data-commentaries/an-overview-of-colorectal-cancer-in-australia
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/hospitals/procedures-data-cubes/contents/summary
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/cancer-screening/nbcsp-monitoring-2025/contents/performance-of-the-screening-program/assessment
https://www.cancer.org.au/about-us/how-we-help/prevention/stories/bowel-cancer-screening-saves-lives-the-proof-is-in
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/cancer/cancer-data-in-australia/contents/cancer-data-commentaries/an-overview-of-colorectal-cancer-in-australia
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/health-welfare-expenditure/health-system-spending-on-disease-and-injury-aus/data
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/atlas-colonoscopy

