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Antipsychotic medicines dispensing – Technical note
	




Introduction
This technical note accompanies the report: Antipsychotic medicines dispensing 65 years and over, 2016-17 to 2020-21 and builds on reporting in the Third Australian Atlas of Healthcare Variation. Information regarding data from 2013–14 to 2016–17 is available in the Technical Supplement for the Third Atlas.
This time series report provides statistics identifying variation across Australia for antipsychotic medicines dispensing 65 years and over, 2016–17 to 2020–21. Rates are presented by local areas using Statistical Area Level 3 (SA3) geography defined by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), as well as Primary Health Network (PHN) areas defined by the Australian Government Department of Health, Disability and Ageing, at state and territory, and national levels.
[bookmark: _Toc197590572]About the data
Data are sourced from the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS) and Repatriation Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (RPBS) database. The PBS and RPBS are the two main Australian Government subsidy schemes for medicines managed by the Department of Health, Disability and Ageing and the Department of Veterans’ Affairs respectively. Both programs are administered by Services Australia.
The scheme is available to all Australian residents who hold a current Medicare card and overseas visitors from countries with which Australia has a Reciprocal Health Care Agreement. Data are from claim records of prescriptions dispensed under the PBS or RPBS where either:
· The Australian Government paid a subsidy, or
· The prescription was dispensed at a price less than the relevant patient co-payment (under co-payment prescriptions) and did not attract a subsidy.
The PBS/RPBS data cover all prescriptions dispensed by approved suppliers, including community pharmacies, public and private hospital pharmacies, and dispensing doctors. 
Data exclusions:
If a patient’s date of birth and/or sex are unknown
Doctors' bag prescriptions which are provided free to patients for emergency use
Medicines dispensed through alternative arrangements where the patient cannot be identified for example, direct supply to Aboriginal health services via the S100 Remote Area Aboriginal Health Services Program, see Department of Health, Disability and Ageing | Aboriginal Health Services and the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS).
The PBS /RPBS do not include:
Over-the-counter purchases (non-prescription)
Private prescriptions
Medicines supplied to admitted patients in public hospitals (although discharge prescriptions dispensed in all states and territories except New South Wales and the Australian Capital Territory are included).
Patient characteristics (date of birth and sex) were sourced from the patient's Medicare enrolment details at date of supply as recorded in the PBS claim (extracted on 12 October 2021). Details were taken from the latest available claim record for each patient and applied for all that patient's records to ensure that each patient had unique characteristics for the whole period of analysis. Geographic analysis was based on the patient’s Medicare enrolment postcode at date of supply as recorded in the PBS claim, not the place of the prescriber or dispensing pharmacy. If the postcode could not be mapped to a SA3 using the concordance file, the postcode was replaced with the postcode of the dispensing pharmacy.
In previous versions of the Atlas of Healthcare Variation, postcode 7001 Hobart PO Boxes has been mapped by the ABS to the SA3 of either Hobart Inner or Central Highlands. Consistent with the treatment of other capital city PO Boxes, postcode 7001 has now been excluded from the SA3 and PHN level analysis. This will result in a decrease in script volume for either Hobart Inner or Central Highlands from numbers reported in earlier versions.
Defined daily dose
[bookmark: _Hlk96423146]Number of defined daily doses (DDD) was calculated using the defined daily dose amounts 2021 sourced from the Department of Health, Disability and Ageing. DDD is the average maintenance dose per day for a medicine used for its main indication in adults, defined by the WHO. DDDs are assigned to medicines by the WHO Collaborating Centre for Drug Statistics Methodology. Using DDDs allows comparisons of medicine dispensing independent of price, preparation and quantity per prescription. Medicine dispensing expressed in DDDs per thousand people per day (DDDs/1,000/day) allows data for medicines with differing daily doses to be aggregated. However, the DDD is only a unit of measurement and does not necessarily reflect the recommended or average prescribed dose. DDDs are not established for all medicines. More information on DDD is available at https://www.who.int/tools/atc-ddd-toolkit.

For more information
Please visit: https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/our-work/healthcare-variation/antipsychotic-medicines-dispensing-65-years-and-over-2016-17-2020-21 
[image: ]
© Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care 2025
[image: ] Antipsychotic medicines dispensing – Technical note	1OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

[image: ] Antipsychotic medicines dispensing – Technical note	1OFFICIAL

image1.png




image3.png




image4.png
Australian
Commissionon
Safety and Quality
iIn Health Care





image2.emf

