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National Recommendations for User-applied Labelling of Injectable Medicines, Fluids and Lines

Perioperative Labelling of Medicines and Fluids

Label syringes containing medicines used during anaesthesia

Label containers in the sterile field, for example:

Continue using ISO 26825:2008 compliant labels. 

For example:

Adrenaline
1 in 1000

Lactated Ringers
Solution

Bupivacaine 10mg/mL
Morphine

Use sterile labels and marker pens

Label all containers (including syringes) containing medicines 
to continue beyond the operating room

Label lines to identify route

Date ....../....../......        

Time ..........

Catheter inserted: Date ....../....../......        

Time ..........

Catheter inserted: Date ....../....../......        

Time ..........

Catheter inserted: 

+

To be read in conjunction with National Recommendations for User-applied Labelling of Injectable Medicines, Fluids and Lines (February 2012), 
[Copyright Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care]. The Commission acknowledges the significant contribution of the 
Victorian Government Department of Health, December 2012.
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CLOSED PRACTICE ENVIRONMENT (a single patient with established identity) OPEN PRACTICE ENVIRONMENT (more than one patient in the same area)

Label lines to identify medicine in a dedicated 
continuous infusion line, for example:

Morphine Noradrenaline

Endorsed by the Australian College 
of Operating Room Nurses

Endorsed by the Australian 
and New Zealand College 
of Anaesthetists


