AUSTRALIAN ,,,,,,, \oN
SAFETYanpQ HCARE

Please note that the following document was created by
the former Australian Council for Safety and Quality in
Health Care. The former Council ceased its activities on
31 December 2005 and the Australian Commission for
Safety and Quality in Health Care assumed responsibility
for many of the former Council’'s documents and
initiatives. Therefore contact details for the former Council
listed within the attached document are no longer valid.

The Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in
Health Care can be contacted through its website at
http://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/ or by email
mail@safetyandquality.gov.au

Note that the following document is copyright, details of
which are provided on the next page.


mailto:mail@safetyandquality.gov.au

AUSTRALIANCOMMISSIONon
SAFETYanoQUALITYINHEALTHCARE

The Australian Commission for Safety and Quality in
Health Care was established in January 2006. It does not
print, nor make available printed copies of, former Council
publications. It does, however, encourage not for profit
reproduction of former Council documents available on its
website.

Apart from not for profit reproduction, and any other use
as permitted under the Copyright Act 1968, no part of
former Council documents may be reproduced by any
process without prior written permission from the
Commonwealth available from the Department of
Communications, Information Technology and the Arts.
Requests and enquiries concerning reproduction and
rights should be addressed to the Commonwealth
Copyright Administration, Intellectual Copyright Branch,
Department of Communications, Information Technology
and the Arts, GPO Box 2154, Canberra ACT 2601 or
posted at http://www.dcita.gov.au/cca



It is very important for you to tell your doctor
about the medicines that you are taking and any
allergies that you may have. Write down this
information and show it to your doctor.

Medicine What is When do

it for? you take it?

Allergies
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Copies of Council publications or further
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This pamphlet will help you to understand
what will happen before your surgery and
how your doctors and nurses are taking
steps to make sure that everything goes
as planned.

Review all of the information on the Consent Form
before you sign it. If you are not sure about anything,
ask the staff.

o . You, or your guardian, must sign a
— - | consent form before any surgery
o can take place. It should be written
= in words that you can understand.

Many of your questions will be
answered by reading the consent

form. Here are some good questions
to ask in order to better understand
your procedure:

1. What is the name of the procedure that
will be done?

2. Where or what body part will be operated on?
(Write down if it is the left or right side, if
needed.)

3. Are there any alternatives to surgery?

4. \What are the risks of this surgery?

5. What is likely to happen if | don't
have the surgery?

6. Who is in charge of the surgical team? (Write
the name here.)

7. About how long will it take to recover
after the surgery?

8. Will there be any side-effects?

The doctor or another member of the surgical
team may need to make a mark with a pen on
the part of your body where the surgery will
happen. This should be done BEFORE you go
into the operating room.

— ~ Some doctors will sign their name or
B v o .

. initials. Some doctors will make an
“X" or “Yes" mark on the correct
body part.

Check that the mark does not rub off. It will be
very important for the doctors and nurses

to see the mark before the surgery commences.
Tell your doctor or nurse if the mark rubs or
washes off before the surgery.

An hour, or less,

before the surgery...

Before the surgery, a doctor or
nurse will ask you to say your
name, date of birth and the part
of your body that will be
operated on.

Don't be alarmed by these
guestions; the staff know who
you are. This is how they make
sure they have everything right.

Just before the
surgery begins...

Just before the surgery begins, everyone in the
treatment room will take a short “team time out”
and check for the last time that they have the
right patient and are doing the right operation
on the right body part. You may be asleep for
this part.

The doctors and nurses are taking these
important steps to make sure that everything
goes as planned for your surgery.






